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It is with great regret that | announce my journey as head coach of the national team has come to
an end. Thank you to all the fans who have passionately supported our teams, both men and women,
for the last 10 years! Your positivity, patience, empathy and understanding are things that | will
always remember and carry with me.

| am so grateful to the JBA for giving me this opportunity 10 years ago. It has been an incredible
time, filled with many ups and downs, but it is a journey | would never change. Thank you.

To my staff, | have never been around a more dedicated group. Your love and knowledge of
basketball is infectious and your support and friendship have created memories that will last a
lifetime. Thank you.

For all of the players who worked tirelessly to strengthen Japan basketball, it has been an honor to
coach all of you. Due to your dedication and relentless work, we have accomplished so much over
the years. Winning a silver medal in the Tokyo Olympics with the women’ s team, and coaching
the men’ s team at the World Cup in Okinawa and qualifying for the Paris Olympics are just a few
of the highlights that we can all be proud of. Yet, there is still more to accomplish. Keep working
hard, stay positive and keep improving every day and the results will follow.

Otsukaresamadesu.
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